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5 March 1953

MEMORANDUM FOR: DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

SUBJECT :+ Material for PSB Luncheon re Brainwashing

1. Two meetings have been called by you on this subject, the
first on Saturday morning, 24 February, and the second on Tuesday
morning, 3 March. In addition to CIA, the meetings were atiended
by ﬂ rep-
resentatives of the PSB staff, DNepartment of State, Uepar ent of
pefense, the Army (Gen. McCluret!s office), and the Air Force (Po
office).

2. The main purpose?@l(']t%e two meetings was to explore avail-
able facts and to obtainqeactions to the possibility
of forming a medical or scientific, or combined group, to examine
the facts and issue a statement regarding the feasibility of brain-
washing procedures.

3, At the 3 March meeting the movie, "Tocumentary Evidence
of the International Scientific Commission for the Investigation
of U.5. Bacteriologiﬁik$§§rfare", was shown almost in its entirety,
but particular attentlon was called to the confessions of the four
U.&. Army fliers, NI o 20di-
gﬁﬁ@ at both meetings there was some discussion of the recent

é&gions of the two Marine Corps fliers,

These confessions were read over the Peiping radio
and we had the transcripts at the meetings. <&ince the meetings,
it has been established that the confessions were in fact read
and were not as suggested, tape recordings of the voices of the
two Marine officers. At the end of the second meeting the fol-
&Qwing points were agreed upon:

2. I ~ould immediately start to form a group of
doctors, numbering 5 or 6 at the most, and conslsting mainly
of Americans but including other nationalities if desirable.
Speed not only in forming the committee, but having it reach
some useful conclueions, was recognized. Names suggested by
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b. As soon a@s this group is formed all available facts
will be presented to it including the film, evidence from the

FOIAbG ersons who have been
e. An interdepartmental working%atﬂa was formed con-
sisting of representatives of PTB ( , Chairman,
refense (William Godel), State (Mr. Ritter in Mr. phillipst?
25X1A  office), and CIA . The primary concern of this

group is to collect all available facts and to prepare it-
25X1A =elf to service _group when formed.

d. State and Defense were to consider an appropriate
statement for release in the near future and to make recom-
mendations as to the appropriate pcrson, agency, or depart-
ment to make the release. This statement is being cleared
trrough my office Thursday morning and will be immediately
transmitted to you in time for your luncheon.

;. Additional issues which you may wish to conslder for
discussion:

a. gér?eggf the material which might be relevant to the
work of [N corrittee may be cifssified, and some
of it may be highly sensitive. PCB may wish to determine
who should decide whether or not such material should in
fact be presented.

b. As a report, you might wish to state that a quick
search of CIA shows litile scilentific evidence in support of
brainwashing, but rather massive evidence in the form of
case reports or circumstantial evidence leading to the con-
clusion that it 18 not a difficult matter given the time to
force almost anyone to make an inaccurate statement, provided
that the time at which the statement is to be made can be
controlied and the individual is not required to continue his
willingness to lie for a long period.
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c. An important issue for PEB is presented by b above,

25X1A namely, to what extent does 1t wish to consider through the
“committee the length of time for which breinwashing

may be eirective. It would seem that the evidence on this

point is inconclusive and might, therefore, require a long
period of consideration before any answer could be attempted,
My suggestion would be to eliminate this point unless it can

25X1A be determined within a reasonably short period of time, and

adopt H suggestion to continue the committee in
being for consideration of this subject over an indefinite

term.

Chief
Political and Psychological Warfare
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